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5th Annual Toronto Palestine Film Festival – Sept 29 – Oct 7, 2012 
 
On behalf of the Toronto Palestine Film Festival (TPFF), I am pleased to present you with our media kit. 
The 5th annual TPFF will be held in Toronto theatres from September 29 - October 7, 2012.  It would give 
us great pleasure if you reported on our festival.  Your audience will be interested in TPFF because of the 
diverse topics addressed in our award-winning films (many of which are Canadian and North American 
premieres), the special guests in attendance, and the numerous special programs we host. 
 
Through film, TPFF contributes to the city’s thriving multiculturalism by sharing with Torontonians the 
untold Palestinian cultural, historical and personal narratives. The festival opens with the Canadian 
Premiere of The War Around Us by Abdallah Omeish. Omeish will be in attendance at the screening. 
This award-winning documentary is a contemplative discussion with two Al Jazeera English journalists 
who reflect on their experience as the only two Western reporters covering the 2008/9 attack on Gaza.   
 
The highlight of this year’s festival will be the closing night concert with Marcel Khalife and Al Mayadine 
Ensemble. The Lebanese oud master will perform the poems of one of the Arab World’s most revered 
poets, the late Palestinian Mahmoud Darwish. The concert presents classical Middle Eastern and 
Western instruments in contemporary arrangements spanning intimate duets and rich ensemble pieces. 
 
TPFF is grateful for the overwhelming support we have received from our sponsors including the Ontario 
Arts Council. The Program page on the website contains the complete film program with synopses and 
movie trailers and stills. It also includes details our special programs including: Sahtain! A Traditional 
Palestinian Brunch; the Arab World Perspectives program, the art show, and pre-festival panel with 
Palestinian directors Annemarie Jacir, Ossama Bawardi and Mahdi Fleifel attending TIFF with their latest 
films.  
 
The media kit includes the following items for your review: 

 Festival Program and Calendar 
 Feature Films and Short Films 
 Brunch, Art, Music, Panels  
 Director Biographies 
 

 Advisory Board and Executive Committee 
 Frequently Asked Questions & Answers 
 Ticket Purchase Information  
 Festival Accreditation  

Media kit, accreditation form and movie stills and trailers are available on the website’s media page. For 
more information or to schedule an interview, please email me at media@tpff.ca or call the media line 
647-865-4090 (email is preferred). You can also follow TPFF on twitter and Facebook, sign up for e-
updates and watch the TPFF Trailer. 
 
Yours truly, 
Toronto Palestine Film Festival 
 
     
per: Dania Majid 

http://tpff.ca/marcelkhalife/
http://tpff.ca/marcelkhalife/
http://tpff.ca/sponsors-2012/
http://tpff.ca/tpff-program-2012/
http://tpff.ca/media-2012/
mailto:media@tpff.ca
http://twitter.com/tpff
http://www.facebook.com/pages/The-Toronto-Palestine-Film-Festival/67313876473?ref=ts
http://www.tpff.ca/
http://www.tpff.ca/
http://www.tpff.ca/
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TPFF PRESENTS OUR 2012 FILM PROGRAM…  
The complete film program is available online at TPFF » Program   
 
This year’s film program covers all genres of film and a diverse array of topics.  Themes revealed through 
the films include Gaza, youth, Lebanon, art, relationships, pre-revolution Egypt, female athletes, 
prisoners, settlers and occupation, and popular resistance.  
 

TPFF AT A GLANCE… 
 

 

http://tpff.ca/tpff-program-2012/
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TPFF PRESENTS AWARD WINNING FILMS… 
Complete synopsis can be obtained at TPFF » Program .  Spotlight films are accompanied by excellent 
short films, see program for more information. Screeners for spotlight films are available upon request.  
 

FEATURE FILMS 

 

The War Around Us | Trailer 
Abdallah Omeish | 2012 | 75 min | Documentary | United States | Canadian Premiere  
Director Abdallah Omeish in attendance. 
OPENING NIGHT: Saturday, September 29, Bloor Hot Docs Cinema – 6:30 pm   
 

In the winter of 2008, the ceasefire between Israel 
and Hamas was shattered as the first Israeli bomb 
dropped on Gaza in Operation Cast Lead. Ayman 
Mohyeldin and fellow Al Jazeera journalist and 
friend Sherine Tadros found themselves the only 
Western reporters there to capture it. This 
riveting and introspective film chronicles the 
bonds of friendships under stress, the ethics of 
journalism in conflict and above all, the resilience 
of humans during war. With never-before-seen 
footage and testimonies reported from one of the 
most besieged places on earth, the film bears 
witness to how Gaza changed these two 
journalists forever. 
 

 
Sector Zero  | Trailer 
Nadim Mishlawi | 2011 | 67 min | Documentary | Lebanon, United Arab Emirates | Canadian Premiere 
Monday, October 1 – Jackman Hall, AGO at 7:00 pm 
 

On the outskirts of Beirut lies the notorious, now derelict, 
area of Karantina. Sector Zero is a beautifully shot film that 
examines the area’s tumultuous history, using it as a 
metaphor for Lebanon’s own troubled past. Tracing the 
area’s history through its landmark buildings – the Ottoman-
built Quarantine Facility, the slaughterhouse, the tannery 
and the nightclub – this once vacant plot of land evolved 
into a multinational ghetto of refugees, including 
Palestinians, and was the sight of a massacre in 1976 during 
the civil war. Relying on the insights of a psychologist, a 

writer and an architect, Sector Zero analyses the traumas of this urban void in modern-day Lebanon, and 
how its dark history mirrors Lebanon’s erratic progression as a country in search of its national identity. 

http://tpff.ca/tpff-program-2012/
http://vimeo.com/16007525
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=W7DriIvs5gc
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Gaza Hospital | Trailer 
Marco Pasquini | 2010 | 84 min | Documentary | Lebanon, Italy |  Toronto Premiere 
Monday, October 1 – Jackman Hall, AGO at 9:00 pm  
 

In the 1970s, Beirut’s Gaza Hospital was established as 
the primary medical centre at the crossroads of the 
Palestinian Sabra and Shatila refugee camps. Thirty years 
ago, this building witnessed one of the darkest chapters 
in Lebanese and Palestinian history – the Sabra and 
Shatila massacres. Today, the war-scarred building is 
home to hundreds of Palestinian refugee families. 
Drawing on exclusive archival footage of the hospital and 
interviews with former hospital staff, the film chronicles 

the history of Palestinian refugees in Beirut and the role this monumental building played in their lives. 
Through these unforgettable stories, Gaza Hospital emerges as a symbol of hope and resistance. 
 
Love During Wartime | Trailer  
Gabriella Bier | 2010 | 92 min | Feature | Sweden  | Toronto Premiere 
Tuesday, October 2 – Jackman Hall, AGO at 7:00 pm  
 

Love During Wartime is a modern-day Romeo and Juliet story. 
Newlyweds Osama, a Palestinian artist, and Jasmin, an Israeli 
dancer, fell in love while working in East Jerusalem. However 
their marriage is marred by Israeli law that prevents Jasmin 
from moving to Ramallah, and prohibits Osama from moving 
to Tel Aviv. Desperate to create a life together they take the 
difficult decision to leave their homes in search of a new life in 
Europe – one that gives them the legal right to live together. 
The film follows this determined couple on a bureaucratic and 
legal odyssey that tests the strength of their relationship. 

 
Sacred Stones | Trailer 
Muayad Alayan & Laila Higazi  | 2011 | 52 min | Documentary | Palestine | Canadian Premiere 
Wednesday, October 3 - Jackman Hall AGO, 7:00 pm 

 
Regarded by many as the Palestinian ʺ white goldʺ , these 
stones are a highly coveted Palestinian natural resource. The 
Palestinian stone industry has been largely held hostage by 
Israeli construction needs, including those of illegal settlements 
on Palestinian land. At a shockingly unsustainable rate, stone is 
excavated from villages, towns and refugee camps, creating 
severe ecological, social and health consequences for residents. 
Complaints by Palestinian civilians are met with heavy Israeli 
repression, a lack of interest from international organizations or 

denial by the Palestinian authorities who are powerless to challenge this rapidly growing industry. 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gAzABCUDhj0
http://vimeo.com/35186522
http://vimeo.com/40973133
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This is My Land... Hebron | Trailer 
Giulia Amati & Stephen Natanson  | 2010 | 72 min | Documentary | Italy |  
Wednesday, October 3 - Jackman Hall AGO, 7:00 pm DIRECTOR IN ATTENDANCE 

Hebron, the largest Palestinian city, is home to 160,000 
Palestinians and a centre of the three great Abrahamic 
religions. And in the heart of this ancient city is an Israeli 
settlement of 600 settlers, guarded by 2,000 Israeli soldiers. 
Their goal is to expel the indigenous population and occupy 
their homes. This highly-charged situation is captured in this 

documentary through interviews with Palestinian residents, settlers, human rights activists, former 
soldiers, politicians and journalists. Footage captured by filmmakers, residents and activists document 
the daily struggles of Palestinian residents trying to live their lives among their hostile neighbours. 
 
Roadmap to Apartheid | Trailer  
Ana Nogueira & Eron Davidson | 2012 | 94 min | Documentary | USA | Canadian Premiere 
Thursday, October 4 – Jackman Hall, AGO at 9:00 pm  

Narrated by Alice Walker (author of The Color Purple), Roadmap 
to Apartheid is as much a historical document of the rise and fall 
of apartheid in South Africa, as it is a film about why Palestinians 
describe their living situation as an apartheid system, and why 
many respected analysts around the world agree with them. The 
film delves into numerous issues by comparing the similar laws 
and tools used by both Israel and apartheid-era South Africa. 
Combined with archival material and anecdotes from South 

Africans, the film explains why the analogy is being used with increasing frequency and potency. 
 

Microphone| Trailer 
Arab World Perspectives Program 
Ahmad Abdallah | 2010 | 116 min | Feature | Egypt  

Thursday, October 4 – Jackman Hall, AGO at 7:00 pm 

Completed on the eve of the remarkable youth-
led revolution that ultimately ousted President 
Mubarak last year, Microphone captures the 
rarely filmed arts scene in one of Egypt’s most 
vibrant cities. Khaled returns to Alexandria after 
years abroad to a failed romance and a strained 
relationship with his father. Deflated, he roams 
the city and stumbles upon an underground 
arts culture: Hip-hop performed on sidewalks, 
female punk rockers on rooftops, skateboarders 

cruising the city, graffiti artists tagging alley walls. Inspired by this burgeoning sub-culture, Khaled tries 
to support this movement and draw attention to the newest art forms in Alexandria that are ignored by 
society but will lead to an inevitable change. This film is a fresh narrative of a new generation of 
Egyptian artists and their aspirations for their city. 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-IvHXe57gA4
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UBmXmeS8RmM
http://vimeo.com/17246307
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Women in the Stadium | Trailer  
Sawsan Qaoud | 2012 | 52 min | Documentary | Palestine | North American Premiere 
Thursday, October 4 – Jackman Hall, AGO at 9:00 pm  

 
On February 10, 2011, an estimated 8,000 spectators filled the 
Feisal al-Husseini Stadium in the West Bank to witness the opening 
match of the Palestine Women’s National Football League. The film 
tells the stories of four trailblazing team members as they navigate 
checkpoints and overcome societal expectations to achieve their 
football dreams. While following this passionate team as they 
prepare for local and international matches, Qaoud’s film also 
captures how these young sportswomen have fought perceptions 
that football is a male sport, and emerged as important role models 

for the next generation of female players. 
 
Crayons of Askalan | Trailer  
Laila Hotait Salas | 2011 | 50 min | Documentary | Lebanon, Qatar, Spain 
Friday October 5 – Jackman Hall, AGO at 7:00 pm 
 

Imagination and memory were survival tools for 15 year 
old Zuhdi Al Adawi, imprisoned in 1975 in Israel’s Askalan 
prison. During his 15 years as a prisoner, Zuhdi 
transformed his longing for his homeland and family into 
beautiful drawings he drew in secrecy. In solidarity, his 
cellmates and their families smuggled in crayons for this 
young artist and smuggled out more than 70 of his 
drawings drawn on pillowcases. These colourful drawings 
come to life in surreal animation sequences integrated 

throughout this captivating experimental documentary. The film’s dramatized prison scenes are re-
enacted by the relatives of the imprisoned men, including Zuhdi’s former cellmate. 
 
Beyond the Walls | Trailer 
Ahmad Al Rahami | 2012 | 47 min | Documentary | Jordan | North American Premiere 
Friday October 5 – Jackman Hall, AGO at 9:00 pm  
 

This artistic documentary uses animation and interviews to bring to light the 
challenges faced by Palestinian political prisoners after their release from 
Israeli detention in the 1970s and 1980s. The hardships of confinement were 
replaced by the difficulties coping with social, psychological and financial 
problems. On the inside, the prisoners created and functioned in a tight-knit 
community based on collaboration, cooperation and encouragement. 
However, on the outside, the newly released prisoners found themselves in 
an individualistic environment removed from the principles they fought for. 
This insightful film portrays the rarely seen human side of the detainees. 
 

http://www.vimeo.com/childrenoftherevolution
http://vimeo.com/30943407
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IotEtaUZJ4M
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Habibi | Trailer  
Susan Youssef | 2011 | 78 min | Documentary | Palestine, USA, Netherlands, UAE 
CLOSING NIGHT: Saturday, October 6 – TIFF Bell Lightbox Cinema 1 at 7:00 pm  
Actor MAISA ABD ELHADI in ATTENDANCE via Skype 
 

Habibi, based on the Arabic folkloric 
story of Layla and Qays (the Arabic 
Romeo and Juliet) is re-told, and 
filmed, in modern day Gaza.The 
subjects of this tragic romance are 
two university students studying in 
the West Bank whose love story is 
abruptly interrupted after their 
student visas are revoked by Israel 
and they are forced to return to 
their families in Gaza. Desperate to 
be together, Qays requests to marry 
Layla but is refused by her middle-

class family who feel he is too poor to support her. Trapped between political oppression and a 
patriarchal society, the young couple take matters into their own hands in order to be together. Not just 
a love story, this award-winning film reveals the modern day pressures and lack of opportunities for 
youth living in Gaza. 

 

 

SHORTS IN BRIEF… 
 
Samouni Street | Mostafa Alghoul & Tilde Dawandel | 2010|13 min| Documentary| Palestine 
September 29, 6:30pm – The Bloor Hot Docs Cinema 
In this touching film, four Samouni children narrate their animated drawings depicting the horror they 
lived through during Operation Cast Lead, and their efforts to rebuild their lives. 
 
Archipelago| Giacomo Abbruzzese |2010| 23 min| Fiction| France, Palestine, Italy| Canadian Premiere 
October 1, 7:00pm – AGO  
Abed, a young Palestinian, enters Israel illegally by passing under the Wall and through the sewers to get 
to his work in a restaurant in West Jerusalem. On his day off, Abed decides to go home with a 
mysterious white box. It marks the beginning of a long journey. 
  
Dima | Rehab Nazzal |2012| 11 min |Documentary | Canada, USA, Palestine| Canadian Premiere 
October 1, 9:00pm – AGO DIRECTOR IN ATTENDANCE 
The filmmaker’s niece, Dima, was nine years old when her father was assassinated by the Mossad, in 
Athens, Greece in 1986. In the passing years, no one spoke of her father’s death because the memories 
were too painful. In this personal film, Dima breaks her silence for the first time and shares her struggle 
to cope with her loss. 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pTEnneD1dZY#_blank
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Hasan Everywhere | Andrew Kavanagh |2009|7 min| Animation |Ireland| Canadian Premiere 
October 2, 7:00pm – AGO | Trailer 
They were young, talented and free in New York. Dorit Rabinyan was an Israeli novelist and Hasan 
Hourani was a Palestinian artist. Their passionate friendship, impossible at home, flourished abroad. 
Then, in 2003 while visiting his family, Hourani drowned in Jaffa. Inspired by Dorit’s 2003 article ‘The 
Exile’s Return’ and Hasan’s illustrated children’s book ‘Hasan Everywhere’, the animated film contrasts 
the lonely voice of the writer with the warm, imaginative landscapes of the artist.    
 
Eid | Sehaab Collective |2011|8 min| Doc | Palestine| North American Premiere | Trailer 
October 2, 9:00pm – AGO  
Eid is a Palestinian Bedouin living under Israeli occupation. Ever since he can remember, Eid has picked 
up scrap materials and turned them into art. By following Eid’s creative process, this film celebrates the 
optimism and integrity which enables him to transform the machinery of occupation into an artistic 
expression of individuality and hope. 
 
Fishing Under Fire | Iara Lee |2010 |4 min| Fiction |Palestine| North American Premiere 
October 2, 9:00pm –AGO  
The film captures the struggle of Gaza’s approximately 3,000 fishermen trying to survive under Israel’s 
blockade. Harassed and humiliated daily by the Israeli navy, and prohibited from fishing beyond three 
miles from the coast, in breach of international law, many fishermen have been forced out of work. 
 
The Fig and the Olive | Georgina Asfour |2011|19 min| Doc | Palestine| Canadian Premiere | Trailer 
October 3, 7:00pm – AGO  
In this poetic story of a woman and her house, Georgina Asfour involves us in her intimate conversation 
with her grandmother, who tells a gendered history mixed with love, politics, struggle and dreams. 
 
Stopped By Apartheid on the Way to Madonna Peace Concert |2012| Palestine | Satire | Cdn Premier 
The Amira brothers have tickets to Madonna’s “Peace Concert.” They film their journey from their West 
Bank village of Nil’in to the show in Israel. 
 
Restored Pictures| Mahasen Nasser-Eldin |2012|22 min| Doc| USA | North American Premiere 
October 4, 9:00pm –AGO   
This nostalgic documentary explores the life of Karimeh Abbud – the first female photographer in pre-
1948 Palestine. Born in Bethlehem in 1894, Karimeh rapidly rose to prominence in a traditionally male-
dominated profession after receiving her first camera as a teenager. Her photos are important historical 
records of life in Palestine in the early 1900s. 
 
Stolen Children, Stolen Lives| Gerry O’Sullivan | 2011 | 25 min |Doc| Palestine, Ireland | Canadian 
Premiere October 5, 7:00pm - AGO 
Palestinian children, aged 9 to 15, and their parents describe their arrests and abuse by Israeli soldiers 
and the lasting effects it has had on their lives. Former Israeli soldiers are also interviewed and frankly 
discuss their illegal actions toward Palestinian children prisoners, and their internal struggles to hide 
from their actions. 
 
 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?feature=player_embedded&v=7S673TvMXqo
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=16klbIFccvU
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1Udi8ng6LSQ
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The Sons of Eilaboun| Hisham Zreiq | 2007 | 25 min |Doc | Palestine| Toronto Premiere | Trailer 
October 5, 9:00pm – AGO 
The filmmaker retraces his family village’s tragic history during the Nakba. The story is told by relatives 
and other survivors who witnessed the atrocities committed on that fall day in 1948. 
 
Haneen |Ossama Bawardi |2011|18 min| Fiction| Palestine, Qatar, Jordan | North American Premiere 
October 6, 7:00pm – TIFF Bell Lightbox Cinema 1 | Trailer 
Haneen, a woman in her mid-60s, lives alone in a Palestinian city, estranged from her husband and son. 
Haneen, the name itself meaning ‘nostalgia’, waits daily for replies to letters that remain unanswered. 
On befriending Salem, a boy from the neighborhood who steals fruit from her garden, she appears to 
develop a new spark of life. 
 

TPFF PRESENTS OUR 2012 SPECIAL PROGRAMS… 
 
CLOSING NIGHT CONCERT TPFF » Marcel Khalife  
 
Venue: George Weston Recital Hall, 5040 Yonge St., Toronto, ON 
Time: Doors 6pm; Performance7pm 
Performances by:  Marcel Khalifé and the Al Mayadine Ensemble   

Marcel Khalifé  listen 
Lebanese composer, oud master and 
singer Marcel Khalifé and the Al Mayadine 
Ensemble perform the poems of one of 
the Arab World's most revered poets, the 
late Palestinian Mahmoud Darwish. 
  
The internationally acclaimed Marcel 
Khalifé is known globally for his mastery 
of the oud and his innovative 
compositions. He is a recipient of many 
awards, including the UNESCO Artist for 
Peace Award (2005), for his musical 
talents and his championing of arts and 
culture in the Middle East.  

  
Fall of the Moon: An Homage to Mahmoud Darwish revisits and re-imagines the ties that bind these two 
powerful advocates of Arab culture. Soulful vocals accompanied by the sounds of classical Middle 
Eastern and Western instruments are featured in contemporary arrangements spanning from intimate 
duets to rich ensemble pieces. 
  
Accompanying Marcel Khalife is the Al Mayadine Ensemble consisting of soloists Oumaima Khalil and 
Yolla Khalife along with Ayad Khalife (piano), Kinan Idnawi (oud), Mark Helias (double bass), Julien Labro 
(accordion), Ismail Lumanovski (clarinet), Bachar Khalife (percussion), Aleksandar Petrov (percussion) 
and Hafez El Ali (percussion). 

http://www.sonsofeilaboun.com/trailer
http://vimeo.com/30573850
http://tpff.ca/marcelkhalife/
http://www.rockpaperscissors.biz/index.cfm/fuseaction/current.press_release/project_id/606.cfm
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ARAB WORLD PERSPECTIVES – Microphone (Egypt) | TPFF » AWP  
Ahmad Abdallah | 2010 | 116 min | Fiction | Egypt  

Thursday, October 4 – Jackman Hall, AGO at 7:00 pm |Trailer 

TPFF’s Arab World Perspectives program shines a light on another part of 
the Middle East. This year TPFF will focus on Egypt, specifically Alexandria, 
on the brink of revolution with the screening of critically-acclaimed 
Microphone by Ahmad Abdalla.  
 
Completed on the eve of the remarkable youth-led revolution that 
ultimately ousted President Mubarak last year, Microphone captures the 
rarely filmed arts scene in one of Egypt’s most vibrant cities, Alexandria. 
After years abroad, Khaled returns to Alexandria and stumbles upon an 
underground arts culture. Inspired by this burgeoning sub-culture, Khaled 
tries to support this movement, which is ignored by society but will lead 
to an inevitable change. This film is a fresh narrative of a new generation 
of Egyptian artists and their aspirations for their city. 
 

 

SAHTAIN! TPFF’s Palestinian Brunch with Music TPFF » Shahtain!  
Sunday September 30, 11:00-1:00 pm | Beit Zatoun, 612 Markham St., Toronto |Tickets: $20  

 
Back by popular demand is Sahtain! TPFF’s Traditional 
Palestinian Brunch. Catered by the highly- reviewed 
chef and owner of 93 Harbord, Isam Kaisi, Sahtain! will 
offer guests the opportunity to enjoy a multitude of 
delicious traditional Palestinian brunch dishes.  
 
This year’s Sahtain! will feature a live performance by 
critically acclaimed oud-master Bassam Bishara 
accompanied by Suleiman Warwar on the Arabic 

tablah. They will be performing traditional Palestinian songs.  
 
Menu: 
Zaalouk: Harissa-Spiced Eggplant Salad  
Foule: Fava Beans and Chickpeas Salad, Lemon Green Chilies Vinaigrette  
Fatteh Hummous: Layers of Toasted Pita, Chickpeas, Yogourt Tahini Garlic Sauce 
Kibdet Jaj: Sauteed Chicken Liver with Onion, Garlic and Parsley, Drizzled with Pomegranate Molasses 
Shakshouka: Poached Eggs in Spicy Tomato 
Mfaraket Batata: Potato and Ground Lamb Tagine 
Muajanat:  Spinach and Cheese Pies 
Zataar with Zatoun Olive Oil 
Hummous with Pita Bread  
Pickles and Olives 
Tea with Sage and Coffee with Cardamom 

http://tpff.ca/tpff-program-2012/
http://vimeo.com/17246307
http://tpff.ca/tpff-program-2012/
http://www.93harbord.com/
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TPFF ART SHOW – Unbreakable Bond 
Date: October 1-5, 2012, during screening times  
Venue: Jackman Hall, AGO  
 

 This popular and free exhibition will run during the 
screenings at the Art Gallery of Ontario (Oct 1-5). The 
TPFF Art Show celebrates the creativity and 
exceptional talents of local artists whose artworks 
reflect their emotional and physical perspectives on 
Palestine. The unbreakable connection between the 
artist and Palestine is translated into strikingly 
inspired and diverse artworks including sculptures, 
video art, paintings and photography. 

 
 

 
PANEL – Directing Palestine: An Evening with Vanguard Palestinian Filmmakers 

 
Discussion with Palestinian Directors: Annemarie Jacir, Ossama Bawardi, and Mahdi Fleifel. 
Date: Thursday, September 13, 7:00 pm 
Venue: 60 Lowther Avenue, Toronto (Friends House)  
 
These highly acclaimed filmmakers will share an insider's perspective on directing and producing films 
in, and about, Palestine. This forum for discussion will provide the audience with an opportunity to 
engage with these filmmakers and gain a new perspective on Palestinian cinema and filmmaking. 
 

Annemarie Jacir is a Palestinian filmmaker, freelance editor, cinematographer, 
curator and poet. In 2007, Jacir filmed Salt of this Sea, the first feature made by a 
Palestinian woman director. The film was Palestine's submission to the 81st 
Academy Awards. The sold-out screening of the film opened the first annual TPFF. 
Her new feature film When I Saw You debuts at this year's TIFF. 
 

Ossama Bawardi is an independent producer based in Palestine and Jordan. Bawardi 
has been involved in various Palestinian productions including Paradise Now, Salt of 
this Sea, No Laughing Matter and When I Saw You by Annemarie Jacir debuting at 
TIFF. Bawardi also directed the short film, Haneen, screening October 6 at this year's 
TPFF. 
 
Mahdi Fleifel is a director, writer and producer. He was born in Dubai and raised in 
the Ain el-Helweh refugee camp in Lebanon where several of his films are set. He 
attended the second TPFF with his popular short film Arafat & I. His first feature 
documentary, A World Not Ours, debuts at this year's TIFF. 

 

 

http://tiff.net/filmsandschedules/tiff/2012/whenisawyou#_blank
http://tiff.net/filmsandschedules/tiff/2012/whenisawyou#_blank
http://tpff.ca/tpff-program-2012/#_blank
http://tiff.net/filmsandschedules/tiff/2012/worldnotours#_blank
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TPFF PRESENTS AWARDING WINNING DIRECTORS… 
 
PALESTINIAN FILMMAKERS   
 

Nadim Mishlawi  | Sector Zero  (Oct. 1 | AGO, 7:00 pm) Filmography 
Nadim Mishlawi and sound designer Rana Eid inaugurated db Studios, a recording and 
audio post-production studio. Recently, Nadim has composed the music for 3 
documentaries directed by Mohamad Soueid, as well as two films: Once Again by Joud 
Said and Stray Bullet by George Hachem. In 2010, he directed his first documentary, 
Sector Zero. 

Rehab Nazzal | Dima  (Oct. 1 | AGO, 9:00 pm) Filmography IN ATTENDACE 
Rehab Nazzal’s work has been shown in Canada and internationally in exhibitions, 
including International Mini Print Festival. Nazzal has received several awards, such as 
the Edmund and Isobel Ryan Visual Arts award in photography, and the Documentary 
Photography for Social Justice Award (Ryerson).  
 

Ossama Bawardi| Haneen (Oct. 6 | TIFF Bell Lightbox Cinema 1, 7:00 pm) Filmography 
Ossama Bawardi is based in Palestine and Jordan. Haneen is his directorial debut. He 
has been involved in various productions including Paradise Now, Salt of this Sea, and 
No Laughing Matter.  

 
Laila Higazi | Sacred Stones (Oct. 2 | AGO, 9:00 pm) Filmography 
Laila Higazi received her documentary film training in Jerusalem. In addition to her work 
at the University of Birzeit, she has organised and coordinated multiple environmental 
media in the West Bank. 
 

 
Muayad Alayan | Sacred Stones (Oct. 2 | AGO, 9:00 pm) Filmography 
Muayad Alayan’s recent short film "Lesh Sabreen?" made the official selection of more 
than 60 film festivals in 22 countries. Muayad is an instructor in the Dar Al Kalima 
College in Bethlehem where he teaches cinematography and lighting. He is the co-
founder of Palcine Creative Arts Organization, a nonprofit dedicated to promoting 

creative film and media production in Palestine. 
 
The Saaheb Collective | Eid (Oct. 2 | AGO, 9:00 pm) Filmography 
The Collective is composed of a group of friends working in various media, who believe in the power of 
art as a means to impact social transformation. The Saaheb Collective was founded in 2011. 
 
Sawsan Qaoud | Women in the Stadium (Oct. 4 | AGO, 9:00 pm) Filmography 
Sawsan Qaoud works in different fields of journalism, TV and film and has directed and produced a 
number of shorts and documentaries. Her work is often focused on gender issues in present day 
Palestine. She’s also formed her own production house, Smart Frame, in Ramallah. 

http://www.imdb.com/name/nm4081300/
http://www.imdb.com/name/nm4081300/
http://www.imdb.com/name/nm3050599/
http://www.imdb.com/name/nm4161468/
http://www.imdb.com/name/nm3516131/
http://www.imdb.com/name/nm4644119/
http://www.imdb.com/name/nm2137744/
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Georgina Asfour | The Fig and the Olive (Oct. 3 | AGO, 7:00 pm) Filmography 
Georgina Asfour is a filmmaker, actress, and a script supervisor in both 
Palestinian and international productions. She directed three short films: 90 
Days in Palestine, 2005; Neighbors, fiction, 2008; The Fig and the Olive, 2011.  
 

Mahasen Nasser-Eldin | Restored Pictures (Oct. 4 | AGO, 9:00 pm) Filmography 
Mahasen Nasser-Eldin is a filmmaker, currently based in Montreal, who works with documentary and 
fiction narratives. Her research in film production focuses on Palestinian films and the digital age. 
 

Hisham Zreiq |Sons of Eilaboun (Oct. 5 | AGO, 9:00pm) Filmography 
Hisham Zreiq is a filmmaker and a visual artist. His art is a private perspective on life, 
private pains and disappointments, society, death and a philosophical look at life. 
 
 
 
 

Ahmad Al-Rahami |Beyond the Walls (Oct. 5 | AGO, 9:00pm) 
Ahmad Al-Rahami directed his first film in 2005 entitled, The Nights of Gilders, which screened at the Al 
Jazeera International Documentary Film Festival. He also directed documentary film Al Hakeem George 
Habash among many others that have participated in regional festivals. Ahmad worked in the field of 
community development and conducted workshops on the documentary industry.  

 
INTERNATIONAL FILMMAKERS 

 

Abdallah Omeish | The War Around Us  (Sept. 29 |Bloor Cinema, 6:30 pm)  
Filmography  Abdallah Omeish is an award winning documentary filmmaker, who’s 
film Occupation 101 received the Golden Palm Award at the International Beverly 
Hills Film Festival. His film, The War Around Us, recently won best feature 
documentary award at the Newport Beach Film Festival.  

Susan Youssef  | Habibi (Oct. 6 | TIFF Lightbox Cinema 1, 7:00 pm) Filmography 
Susan Youssef is a writer, director, and producer. She is number 25 on the '100 Most 
Powerful Arab Women' list by Arabian Business and named one of “25 New Faces” 
to watch for by Filmmaker Magazine. Her five shorts have screened at venues such 
as Sundance Film Festival and Museum of Modern Art (NY).  

 
Ahmad Abdalla| Microphone (Oct. 4|Lightbox, 7:00) Filmography 
Ahmad Abdalla is a filmmaker and director of Microphone and Heliopolis. He is the 
winner of the Golden Tulip from Istanbul International Film Festival, Tanit d'or from 
Journées cinématographiques de Carthage, Griot Best Film of African Film Festival of 
Tarifa, Best Arabic film from Cairo International Film Festival among other awards. 
 

 
 

http://www.imdb.com/name/nm1538131/
http://www.imdb.com/name/nm4372127/
http://www.imdb.com/name/nm3054116/
http://www.imdb.com/name/nm1894365/
http://www.imdb.com/name/nm2105919/
http://ahmadabdalla.net/
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Marco Pasquini |Gaza Hospital (Oct.1 | AGO, 9:00 pm)  Filmography 
Marco Pasquini has directed and coordinated extensive projects in Palestinian refugee 
camps in Lebanon, where he made several documentaries including his latest work 
Gaza Hosptial. In 2010, he won the International Press Golden Globe for best Italian 
Documentary.  
 

Gabriella Bier | Love During Wartime (Oct. 2 |AGO, 7:00 pm) Filmography  
Gabriella Bier worked as a journalist for press and TV, with African culture and social 
issues as field of interest. Since completing film school she has been working as a 
filmmaker. Her works include Love with Borders (2006), The School Photo (2003), 
Caroline (1999). Love During Wartime is Gabriella’s first feature length documentary.  
 

Andrew Kavanagh| Hasan Everywhere (Oct. 2 | AGO, 7:00pm) Filmography 
Andrew Kavanagh received his first commission from the Irish Film Board for From An Evil 
Cradling in 1998. Further commissions arrived in with The Milliner (2000) and When 
Bridie Called Gerry (2002), The Depository (2003). More recently Andrew is creator and 
executive producer of two children's television series: Garth and Bev, and So Mortified. 
 

 
Iara Lee | Fishing Under Fire (Oct. 2 | AGO, 9:00 pm) Filmography   
Iara Lee is a Korean Brazilian film producer, director and activist who works mainly in 
the Middle East and Africa.She is the founder of the Cultures of Resistance Network 
Foundation (formerly named the Caipirinha Foundation). 
 
 
Gerry O’Sullivan | Stolen Children, Stolen Lives (Oct. 5 | AGO, 7:00 pm)  
Gerry O’Sullivan is a mediator and consultant in conflict resolution, training and 
facilitation, research and evaluation - working in the civil & commercial, workplace, 
family and community sectors.  
 
 

Giulia Amati & Stephen Natanson |This is My Land...Hebron (Oct. 3 | AGO, 7:00 
pm) IN ATTENDANCE Filmography & Filmography 
Giulia Amati works as a film editor cutting documentaries and short films. This is 
My Land...Hebron is the first feature length documentary she has directed. Stephen 
Natanson has directed documentaries, shorts, and tv programs for BBC, CNN, and 
ABC, among others.  

 
Ana Nogueira & Eron Davidson | Roadmap to Apartheid (Oct.3 | AGO, 9:00pm) 
Filmography 
Ana Nogueira is a journalist and first-time filmmaker. She has also works as a producer 
for the national daily radio station and tv news program Democracy Now! Eron 
Davidson is a media activist and filmmaker who produced several short videos for 
various community organization projects in the US.  

http://www.cinemaitaliano.info/pers/007851/marco-pasquini.html
http://www.imdb.com/name/nm4147081/
http://www.imdb.com/name/nm1957752/
http://www.fandango.com/iaralee/filmography/p236073
http://www.imdb.com/name/nm4411325/
http://www.imdb.com/name/nm0622150/
http://www.imdb.com/name/nm4795583/
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TPFF PRESENTS OUR ADVISORY BOARD & ORGANIZING COMMITTEE 
 
TPFF Coordinators  
Dima Amine, Sponsor Relations, is a geophysicist working in the sales and marketing department of an 
airborne company.  
Shirin Haghgou, Programming, completed her MA at the University of Toronto.  
Andrew Hugill, Accounting, is an Applied Physics/Engineering consultant.  
Nadine Khoury, Traveling Art Show Curator, is completing her BFA (Criticism and Curatorial Practice, 
Photography) at the Ontario College of Art and Design.  
Wafa Ktaech, Volunteer Coordinator, is completing her Hons BA (Peace and Conflict Studies) at the 
University of Toronto.  
Dania Majid, Media Relations/Programming, is the President of the Arab Canadian Lawyers Association.  
Haseena Manek, Volunteers, completing her BA at York University. 
Rehaana Manek, Programming, is a PhD candidate (Anthropology) at York University.  
Nausheen Quayyum, Public Relations, is a PhD candidate (Political Science) at York University.  
Tamara Sabarini, Programming, is completing her MA (Immigration and Settlement Studies) at Ryerson.  
Dana Suleiman, Volunteers, is a graduate of George Brown College and works in sales.  
 
TPFF Committee Members  
Nahed Mansour, Graphic Design, recently completed her MFA at Concordia University and is a Toronto-
based visual artist.  
Christina Piovesan, Film Industry Relations, is a Toronto-based film producer (Amreeka).  
Pouya Sayyadi, Graphic Design, is a graphic and engineering designer, filmmaker and animator and has 
graduated from University of Toronto.  
John Sharkey, Grants, is a former senior programmer with TIFF, Perspective Canada Program.  
 
TPFF Advisory Board  
Jehad Y Aliweiwi is the Executive Director of Thorncliffe Neighbourhood Office.  
Richard Fung is a Toronto-based video artist, cultural critic and a professor (Video) at the Ontario 
College of Art and Design.  
John Greyson is a filmmaker (Fig Trees), video artist (Covered), writer, activist and professor (Film) at 
York University.  
Annemarie Jacir is a Palestinian filmmaker (Salt of this Sea), editor, poet, author and educator.  
Jerry Jareer Khouri is a Senior Policy Advisor to the Ontario Minister of the Environment.  
Ruba Nadda is an acclaimed Arab-Canadian filmmaker (Sabah, Cairo Times) and writer.  
Nitin Sawhney is a senior research scientist at Cytel, Inc., in Massachusetts and a founder of the Boston 
Palestine Film Festival.  
Rafeef Ziadah is a Palestinian spoken-word artist (Hadeel), PhD candidate and a founder of the Toronto 
Palestine Film Festival. 
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FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS & ANSWERS 
 
Why was the Toronto Palestine Film Festival established? What are the goals of the festival? 
The TPFF, now in its fifth year, was conceived to introduce Toronto audiences to the richness and 
diversity of Palestine and Palestinians. Recognizing the communicative power of cinema and art, TPFF 
uses these media to explore the extraordinary narratives of a dispossessed people living in exile or 
under occupation. The films, many of which are premieres, examine a wide array of topics from a unique 
and under-represented Palestinian perspective, and highlight the dynamism of Palestinian culture.  
 
TPFF also hosts other cultural events before and during the festival including art exhibitions, musical 
performances, outdoor film screenings, culinary tastings, student programming and discussion panels.  
Over the years, TPFF has been pleased to host many talented artists including Suheir Hammad, Michel 
Khleifi, Omar Offendum, Ken Loach and Paul Laverty. 
 
How many movies are going to be featured in the film festival?  
TPFF will screen 25 films representing a variety of genres. Of those, 12 films are Canadian premieres, 4 
films are North American premieres, 3 are Toronto premieres. The films represent many genres 
including fiction, documentary, shorts, and experimental. Films are by Canadian, Palestinian and 
international filmmakers.  
 
What film directors or special guests will be attending the festival? 

 Abdallah Omeish (director), The War Around Us 

 Stephen Natanson (director), This is My Land… Hebron 

 Maisa Abd  Elhadi (actor), Habibi (via skype) 

 Marcel Khalife and Al Mayadine ensemble (musicians), Closing night concert 

 Bassam Bishara and Suleiman Warwar (musicians), Sahtain! brunch 

 Annemarie Jacir (director), pre-festival panel 

 Ossama Bawardi (producer, director), pre-festival panel 

 Mahdi Fleifel (director), pre-festival panel 
 

How will this festival contribute to Toronto’s arts scene? 
Through film, art, music and food, this festival is a chance for people to connect to the stories of 
Palestine and to learn about the lives of Palestinians, to celebrate and experience Palestinian culture 
and to encourage discussions about the issues facing our community. 
 
Torontonians have been very receptive and supportive of our past festivals. We were very pleased with 
the diverse audience of approximately 4,000 who attended last year’s festival, and the overwhelmingly 
positive feedback we received from them.  
 
TPFF is very pleased with the support it has received from our sponsors, including the Ontario Arts 
Council, as well as from other prominent Toronto film festivals who are co-presenting many of our 
screening: ReelWorld, Images, Amnesty International Reel Awareness, International Diaspora and 
Toronto Human Rights Watch Film Festival, Toronto International Film Festival, Planet in Focus, 
Mayworks Festival of Working People and the Arts, and Italian Contemporary Film Festival.  
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What are some of the highlights at TPFF 2012? 
In addition to the amazing selection of films TPFF is showcasing this year, TPFF will be hosting:  

 Director Abdallah Omeish Q&A after the screening of the opening night film The War Around Us. 

 The TPFF mixed media art show produced by up and coming talents. It will be set up at the AGO 
screenings.  

 Sahtain! A Traditional Palestinian Brunch offers participants a traditional Palestinian brunch 
catered by acclaimed chef Isam Kaisi of 93 Harbord, as well as a musical performance by oud-
master Bassam Bishara accompanied by Suleiman Warwar on the Arabic tablah. 

 Q&A with director Stephen Natanson after the screening of award winning film This is My 
Land...Hebron.  

 Arab World Perspectives program spotlighting Egypt with the awarding-winning film 
Microphone directed by Ahmad Abdalla.   

 Lebanese oud master Marcel Khalife and Al Mayadine Ensemble concert performance titled Fall 
of the Moon: An Homage to Mahmoud Darwish at the Toronto Centre for the Arts. 

 Pre-Festival panel discussion with Palestinian filmmakers Annemarie Jacir, Ossama Bawardi and 
Mahdi Fleifel. 

 
What are some themes that the diverse array of films selected will address?  
We are very happy to be showcasing the works of a diverse group of film-makers.  They include 
Canadians and non-Canadians, Arabs and Palestinians, as well as representation of the works from 
acclaimed female directors. As a result of this diversity, the films delve into many different topics about 
Palestinian identity.   
 
The following are some themes addressed by the films:  

 Architecture: Sector Zero; Gaza Hospital 

 Art and Music: Eid; Microphone; Restored Pictures; Crayons of Askalan, Hasan Everywhere 

 History: Gaza Hospital; Sector Zero; Roadmap to Apartheid; War Around Us; Beyond the Walls; 
Restored Pictures; The Sons of Eilaboun The Fig and the Olive; Dima 

 Occupation: Habibi; The War Around Us; This is My Land...Hebron; Roadmap to Apartheid; Sons of 
Eliaboun; Samouni Street; Eid; Fishing Under Fire; Stolen Children Stolen Lives  

 Lebanon: Sector Zero; Gaza Hospital 

 Diaspora: Dima; Love During Wartime; Hasan Everywhere 

 Life in Gaza: The War Around Us; Samouni Street; Fishing Under Fire; Habibi 

 Environment: Sacred Stones; Fishing Under Fire; Eid; Sector Zero 

 Nakba: The Sons of Eilaboun 

 Political Prisoners: Crayons of Askalan; Stolen Children, Stolen Lives; Beyond the Walls 

 Relationships: Habibi; Love During Wartime; Hasan Everywhere 

 Refugees: Gaza Hospital; Sector Zero; Habibi; War Around Us 

 Women: The Fig the Olive; Women in the Stadium; Restored Pictures; Haneen; Dima 

 Youth: Samouni Street; Archipelago; Women in the Stadium; Stolen Children, Stolen Lives, Crayons 
of Askalan 
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HOW TO PURCHASE TICKETS 
 
The full program and movie trailers are on the TPFF website www.tpff.ca.  
 
TPFF offers a TPFF 10 pass, which provides 10 films for $75.   
 
Single tickets ($10 regular, $7 students/seniors/unwaged) can be purchased in advance online, at the 
Toronto Women’s Bookstore, or at TIFF Bell Lightbox. Tickets can also be purchased at the theatres 
(Lightbox, AGO, Bloor) during festival hours.  
 
Tickets for the Marcel Khalife concert may be purchased online, at any Ticketmaster outlet, the Toronto 
Women’s Bookstore, or at the Toronto Centre for the Arts box office.  
 
VENUES 
TIFF Bell Lightbox  350 King Street West (@ John)  
Jackman Hall AGO 317 Dundas Street West (@McCaul) 
Beit Zatoun 612 Markham Street (@ Bloor) 
George Weston Recital Hall 5040 Yonge Street (@ North York) 

http://www.tpff.ca/
http://tpff.ca/tpff-program-2012/
http://tpff.ca/tickets/
http://g.co/maps/yu7a5
http://g.co/maps/th6cc
http://g.co/maps/zskwf
https://maps.google.ca/maps?hl=en&authuser=0&q=George+Weston+Recital+Hall&ie=UTF-8
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Download Accreditation form from our website TPFF >> Media  
 

TPFF MEDIA ACCREDITATION FORM 

 

The TPFF Media Kit 2012 can be access on our media page: TPFF >> Media 
For details on films, breakfast and panels visit TPFF>>Program 
Media inquiries can be made to: media@tpff.ca (preferred method) or 647-865-4090. 
Tickets are picked up at the venue.  
Please submit to media@tpff.ca by September 26, 2012. 
 

Name:       
Mailing Address:       (street name, city, prov, postal code) 
Phone:         Email:       

 

Organizational Affiliation:       

 

Nature of Media 
Print  TV  Radio Web  Other 

 

Directors Interview Request: 
Please list the directors or TPFF members you wish to interview:        
Please note interviews are granted at the discretion of the filmmaker. 
 

Story Details: 
Please include any additional details related to your request i.e., specific themes of interest; how you 
will be using the information gathered; your audience; photo requests; deadlines etc.       

 

Film Attendance Request:  
Please note one ticket in your name will be reserved at the advance ticket table at the theatre. 
List the screenings you wish to attend:       

 

Screeners Request: 
Screeners are available upon request when viewing is required prior to festival screening (list requested 

screeners):       

 

Discussion Forums Request (please specify):       

 

Sahtain! Palestinian Brunch Request w/ oud-master Bassam Bishara 
Media attendance is reserved for food and music writers/reporters due to space restrictions. Requests 
by non-food reporters to cover the event will be considered with explanation.  
 

Other requests, comments, questions, suggestions (please specify):       

 

We appreciate your interest in our festival and thank you for covering our events.  Please forward links 
and copies of your stories so they can be posted on our media page and shared with our audience.   
Thank you for your support and do not hesitate to contact media@tpff.ca with any questions. 

http://tpff.ca/media-2012/
http://tpff.ca/media-2012/
http://tpff.ca/tpff-program-2012/
mailto:media@tpff.ca
mailto:media@tpff.ca
mailto:media@tpff.ca

