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MEDIA KIT AND ACCREDITATION ONLINE 
TPFF 2012 HIGHLIGHTS 
 

TPFF’s Opening Weekend Moves Audiences with Film and Food  
 

Toronto - The Fifth Toronto Palestine Film Festival (TPFF) launched on Saturday with 
a packed house at the Bloor Hot Docs Cinema.  Excited filmgoers were there to see the 
Canadian premiere of the awarding-winning documentary The War Around Us by 
Abdallah Omeish who was in attendance.  In this gripping film, two journalists reflect 
on the difficult decisions they made covering the 2008/9 attack on Gaza, and their 
personal struggles to cope with the mayhem that engulfed them.  
 
Festival organizer and programmer, Dania Majid, welcomed the audience by reflecting 
on TPFF’s evolution over the five years. “Film is not only an art form, but an important 
story telling format. Whether documentary or fiction we the audience are immersed in 
the Palestinian stories projected on screen.” She thanked the festival’s audience for 
their ongoing support. “You give TPFF that electric energy and keep us motivated to 
grow. This is why we would like to dedicate the 5th TPFF to you, our audience.” 
 
The War Around Us is the first documentary to open a Toronto Palestine Film Festival. 
Despite the heavy content, the audience was deeply moved by the film. As Abdallah 
Omeish made his way to the stage, the audience rose to its feet to great him with a 
standing ovation. Touched, Omeish thanked the audience for coming out. He told the 
audience it was a difficult film to make but he wanted to make a film to respect the lives 
that were lost in the attack. He stated “I’m deeply honoured to be a part of your festival.”      
 
On Sunday, guests gathered at Beit Zatoun for TPFF’s very popular – Sahtain! 
Palestinian Brunch.  The sold out brunch was catered by Isam Kaisi owner and chef of 
93 Harbord. Guests dined on breakfast favourites such as fattet hummus, foule and 
shakshouka. Afterwards, guests clapped, sang, danced to a live performance of classic 
Arabic folk songs by Bassem Bichara on the oud and Suleiman Warwar on the tabla.  
 
“We couldn’t have asked for a better opening to the 5th TPFF,” stated Majid. “The 
feedback from the films and food has been overwhelmingly positive. We are looking 
forward to the rest of the week.” 
 
Coming Up in the Festival… 
On Monday TPFF’s Art Show: Unbreakable Bond debuted on October 1, 2012 at 
6:00pm at Jackman Hall, Art Gallery on Ontario.  The show features local artists and  
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their diverse works inspired by their personal connections to 
Palestine. The free art show runs until Friday during the Jackman Hall screenings.  
 
Director Discussion: This is My Land…Hebron 
Date: October 3, 2012, 7pm 
Venue: Jackman Hall, AGO 
Trailer: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-IvHXe57gA4  
Director Stephen Natanson in Attendance 
 
Hebron, the largest Palestinian city, is home to 160,000 Palestinians and a centre of the 
three great Abrahamic religions. And in the heart of this ancient city is an Israeli 
settlement of 600 settlers, guarded by 2,000 Israeli soldiers. Footage captured by 
filmmakers, residents and activists document the daily struggles of Palestinian residents 
trying to live their lives among their hostile neighbours. 
 
Arab World Perspective Program: Microphone (Egypt) 
Date: October 4, 2012, 7pm 
Venue: Jackman Hall, AGO 
Trailer:  http://vimeo.com/17246307  
 
The AWP program shines a light on another part of the Middle East. This year TPFF will 
focus on Egypt on the brink of revolution with the screening of critically-acclaimed 
Microphone by Ahmad Abdalla. Completed on the eve of the remarkable youth-led 
revolution that ultimately ousted President Mubarak last year, Microphone captures the 
rarely filmed arts scene in one of Egypt’s most vibrant cities, Alexandria.  
 
Closing Night Film: Habibi 
Date: October 6, 2012 
Venue: TIFF Bell LIghtbox 
Trailer: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pTEnneD1dZY  
 
Habibi, based on the Arabic folkloric story of Layla and Qays (the Arabic Romeo and 
Juliet) is re-told, and filmed, in modern day Gaza. The subjects of this tragic romance 
are two university students studying in the West Bank whose love story is abruptly 
interrupted after their student visas are revoked by Israel and they are forced to return 
to their families in Gaza. Trapped between political oppression and a patriarchal society, 
the young couple take matters into their own hands in order to be together.  
 
CLOSING NIGHT CONCERT: Marcel Khalife with Al Mayedine Ensemble 
Date: October 7, 2012, Doors: 6pm - Concert: 7pm 
Venue: Toronto Centre for the Arts, George Weston Recital Hall 
Audio clips: www.marcelkhalife.com 
SOLD OUT - new block of tickets will be released for sale.  
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Lebanese oud master Marcel Khalife with Al Mayedine Ensemble perform the poems 
of one of the Arab World’s most revered poets, the late Palestinian Mahmoud Darwish. 
The concert Fall of the Moon: An Homage to Mahmoud Darwish presents classical 
Middle Eastern and Western instruments in contemporary arrangements spanning 
intimate duets and rich ensemble pieces. Khalife is an internationally acclaimed 
composer, singer and musician, and was named UNESCO Artist for Peace in 2005. 
 
Media Kit, Accreditation Form, Movie Trailers and Stills can be downloaded from media 
page: http://tpff.ca/media-2012/.   
 
 
The 5th annual TPFF takes place Sept 29- Oct 7, 2012. See tpff.ca for complete details.  
Established in 2008, TPFF celebrates film as an art form and means of expression by 
showcasing the vibrant heritage, resilience, and narratives of the Palestinian people.   
 
Contact: For interviews, screeners or other media inquiries contact Dania Majid, 
programmer/media liaison, media@tpff.ca.   
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